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broke out at Homel. I requested Durnovo, the Minister
of the Interior, to institute an investigation. It revealed
that the bloody riot was organized, in a most efficient man-
ner, by secret service agents under the direction of the local
officer of gendarmes, Count Podgorichani, who did not deny
his role in the affair. I asked Durnovo to report the find-
ings of the investigation to the Council of Ministers. The
Council sharply condemned the activity of the governmental
secret service and recommended that Count Podgorichani
should be dismissed and tried. The opinion of the Council
was recorded in the minutes of the session, but in a very
mild form. The minutes were in due course submitted to
His Majesty. With visible displeasure he wrote the follow-
ing words on the margin: "How does all this business con-
cern me? The case of Count Podgorichani is within the
province of the Minister of the Interior/' Several months
later I learned that Count Podgorichani was chief of police
in one of the Black Sea cities.
In his attitude toward the Jews, as in all other respects,
the Emperor's ideals are at bottom those of the Black Hun-
dreds. The strength of that party lies precisely in the fact
that their Majesties have conceived the notion that those
anarchists of the Right are their salvation.
The party of "True Russians," as the Black Hundreds
style themselves, is fundamentally patriotic, which circum-
stance, given our universal cosmopolitanism, should com-
mand our sympathy. But the patriotism of "the Black Hun-
dreds" is purely elemental; it is'based not on reason, but
on passion. Most of their leaders are unscrupulous politi-
cal adventurers, with not a single practical and honest
political idea, and all their efforts are directed toward
goading and exploiting the low instincts of the mob. Being
under the protection of the two-winged eagle, this party
may be able to cause appalling riots and upheavals, but its'
work will necessarily be purely destructive and negative.